
 
 
From: Nancy Mellon <nmellon@riverschool.net> 
Date: Wed, May 27, 2020 at 10:06 AM 
Subject: Plans for 20-21 School Year 
To: Nancy Mellon <nmellon@riverschool.net> 
 
Dear River School Parents, 
 
I am writing to share our ever-evolving thinking about what “class” at The River School might look like in the fall. Because 
we can’t predict the course of the coronavirus outbreak in our region, we will use these valuable summer months to plan 
simultaneously for several possible scenarios, including: 

• on-campus education; 

• a short-term and enhanced Distance Learning program (e.g., if needed for a few weeks for a single classroom, or 
for several students in a classroom); 

• a longer-term closure and full Distance Learning program (e.g., in the event of another city mandated closure).  
 
For more specifics on what River’s enhanced Distance Learning Plan would include, please visit our web page. 
 
In our Parent Survey earlier this month, we asked you about the scenarios you are comfortable with in the fall. The largest 
percentage (47%) of those who responded said you will participate in all scenarios, with 22% most comfortable with on-
campus only, followed by 21% preferring a hybrid approach. Only 10% of those who responded are most comfortable with 
a Distance Learning Only scenario. We are considering the full range of parent preferences in our planning. 
 
At this time, we hope we can—and are preparing as if we can—open River’s campus for students in the fall. We will limit 
class sizes so that your child should be able to attend in person. At this time, we do not expect that we would need to 
follow a week on/week off or alternating schedule for attendance. Again, this is a moving target. We don’t know yet what 
the city guidance will look like in August. 
 
If the city allows us to open, and if you enrolled your child in full-day Preschool or Elementary classes, your child should 
be able to attend the full day. We are also planning for two-morning, three-morning, and five-morning Preschool classes to 
be on campus and in person. If you are not comfortable sending your child back to our campus when we reopen, due to 
health concerns, you can opt for Distance Learning at any age in any grade. 
 
Here are some of the health and safety precautions we are putting into place: 

• Addition of a nurse to oversee health protocols and implementation 

• Daily student and staff temperature screening 

• Strict protocols for hand-washing and use of cloth masks (when appropriate) 

• Enhanced cleaning and sanitization (e.g., electrostatic cleaning) 

• Increased frequency of disinfecting in shared areas (e.g., bathrooms, handrails, doorknobs) 

• Small class sizes to ensure greater social distancing 

• Restricted class mixing 

• More outside time (e.g., playground, PE, science, yoga) 

• Restriction of non-essential visitors and adults    
 
We will continue to monitor the CDC and municipal health department guidelines, and we will follow the best practices 
shared by our national and regional independent school associations. This will certainly be a busy summer as we plan for 
a richer Distance Learning experience even as we adapt our on-campus program to make it as safe—and as joyful—as 
possible under the conditions that fall brings. Please feel free to contact me if you have any other questions about next 
year or your child’s enrollment. I am sorry we don’t have more answers, but we will stay in touch throughout the summer, 
as well, as conditions or as our thinking changes.  
 
With warm regards, 
 
Nancy 
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