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W E ARE E XCITED to present this Impact Report 
celebrating key achievements of the 2021-2022 
school year. It was a busy and productive year, 
and we are proud to have realized many of our 

goals from the 2020-2025 Strategic Plan. We set our bar high, 
and because of this we were able to announce the launch of our 
Upper Elementary Program and add faculty in disciplines new to 
the School, cement our plans for a new campus, and present and 
moderate at the International Conference on Cochlear Implants. 

This year, we entered into a new era for River, where we can 
broaden our passion for innovative teaching and learning, 
inclusion and belonging, and collaboration and growth. In 
October, we confirmed our first Grade 4 Upper Elementary 
class for the 2022-2023 school year. We are thrilled to be 
creating an exemplary project-based curricular approach 
to Grades 4-6!  And, after several years of searching, The 
River School put plans in motion for the new campus at 4220 
Nebraska Avenue, NW. In November, we received unanimous 
approval from the Board of Zoning Adjustment for a special 
exception to build the new campus in a residential zone. This 
was no small feat. Dedicated River supporters testified at 
ANC meetings, wrote letters, joined us on the new property 
to speak with concerned neighbors in person, and testified 
persuasively at the zoning hearing. Special thanks go to 
our Board of Trustees and especially Rachel Moore Weller 
and Nicolle Rippeon; parents Katrina Kosec and Dana Bash; 
alumni grandparent, Congressman Steve Barlett, and alumna, 
Grace Kowal, who testified at the BZA hearing from her dorm 
room at Tufts University. This kind of affirmation epitomizes 
the strength of the River Community. 

A highlight of the year was being selected to discuss our 
most recent research findings regarding language, social and 
academic outcomes for children with cochlear implants and 
their hearing peers at CI2022: Emerging Issues in Cochlear 
Implants conference held in May in Washington, DC. We 
have been conducting and publishing longitudinal outcomes 
research for twenty years, and as we enter into our third 
decade, River continues to serve as a national model for 
inclusive education. We often host visitors and professional 
meetings for both national and international groups who 
work with children with and without hearing loss. With these 
interactions, and through our graduate student training 
program, we hope to assist children, teachers and clinicians in 
other communities nationally and internationally.

We couldn’t accomplish such important work without you, 
our community. We are grateful for your contributions of time, 
talents and financial resources. Every gift makes a difference. 
Together we can continue to fulfill our mission and provide 
more children an opportunity to benefit from our unique, 
inclusive program. We see a bright future ahead and look 
forward to sharing our progress with you. On behalf of the 
Board of Trustees and The River School, thank you. 
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Dear River Community,

M ISS I O N

The River School’s inclusive program 
challenges each child to work 
collaboratively, to think critically, 
and to develop the confidence to 
take risks, embrace their curiosity, 
and find their voice.

Welcome
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River’s Expansion
During the last 22 years, River’s 
program and service offerings have 
broadened to include: a full range of 
clinical services; parent education and 
support programs; teacher and graduate 
student training; auxiliary programs for 
children; and outreach and advocacy 
efforts. Our current campus serves us 
well, but it’s time for more space to be 
able to continue growing. Expanding 
the School will help strengthen our 
mission and fulfill a promise of our 
strategic plan: to serve more students 
from diverse backgrounds in our 
surrounding community and region. 

The new location’s close proximity to the Tenleytown metro will help broaden our 
reach, and the larger footprint will allow us to bolster our enrollment of students with 
and without hearing loss through Grade 6. Our new home will feature our signature 
welcoming, light-filled classrooms, with the addition of a theater, ample open and 
green spaces, and new Arts & Sciences labs for exploration, creation and learning. 

Located at 4220 Nebraska Avenue, NW, the proposed new campus is a 2.27-
acre estate known as “Under Oak,” and includes the historic Buchanan mansion 
built in the 1920s. Our team has designed a plan for the campus that ensures the 
renovation of the historic house and development of new academic facilities are 
compatible with the character of the estate and complement the neighborhood. 
The mansion and several structures (e.g., the pool house, gate house, main 
garage) on the Buchanan Estate will be retained, renovated and integrated into 
the new campus. We have also developed landscape design concepts to enhance 
the natural features of the site and to address neighbors’ feedback, particularly 
regarding streetscape and screening elements.

Upon completion, the new campus will comprise 66,691 square feet, providing more 
than enough room to increase River’s enrollment to 350 students and faculty and staff 
to 90. Our relocation presents a unique opportunity for River to be part of an existing 
institutional corridor that is Metro accessible while respecting the surrounding 
residential community.

The New Campus: “Under Oak”
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A Big Step Forward 
On November 3, 2021 we reached a major milestone: The Board of Zoning Adjustment 
(BZA) voted unanimously to approve our application for special exception. While we 
encountered neighborhood opposition, our talented and dedicated team presented a 
clear and compelling case to the BZA during a seven-hour hearing on October 27. With 
their vote, the BZA approved our plans for a special exception to build a new school 
campus in a residential zone, allowing us to expand our school and our speech and 
hearing clinic, Potomac River Clinic. The approved plans include measures to reduce 
River’s impact on neighborhood traffic with a robust transportation mitigation plan. 

We engaged in significant community outreach regarding the new campus during the 
process leading up to the BZA hearing. Many dedicated members of our community 
have helped to lay the groundwork for our success. Trustee and alumni parent Rachel 
Moore Weller has been involved from the beginning of our property search, providing 
invaluable advice, as well as financial and moral support. Chair of the board’s New 
Campus Committee, Nicolle Rippeon, has worked tirelessly with neighbors and 
current and alumni parents to garner their written submissions and testimony to 
ANC3E and the BZA.

We look forward to a positive outcome regarding this opportunity and to meeting 
The River School’s goal of providing greater access to our programs and services for 
more children in the DC area. We are proud of our demonstrated commitment to the 
neighborhoods of which we are a part, and we look forward to becoming active and 
engaged members of the Tenleytown community for years to come. 

“�As a current River School 
parent of two children, I am 
thrilled about the plans for 
The River School to expand 
and be closer to where we 
live. We have been at River for 
five years, and our children 
and family have been able 
to thrive during that time. It 
is an amazing community of 
excellent teachers and families 
who are engaged and kind. 
Giving more children the 
opportunity to attend River 
for a longer period of time 
will help families but also the 
new neighboring community. 
River will be an exceptional 
addition.

– Richa Batra
River School Parent

“



The River School4

We are proud of the Grade 3 Falcons on their graduation from our Elementary Program. 
Their third grade year featured many creative and immersive themes, adventures, 
projects and field trips, including the memorable overnight camping trip.

We celebrated the students’ achievements and marked this milestone during our 
traditional graduation ceremony. The students were sent off with fanfare knowing 
they are well-prepared for the next stage of their educational journey. 

Congratulations to the 
FALCON CLASS OF 2022

Grade 4 Placements
We are thrilled that 11 of the 2022 Falcons will remain at River as members of our 
inaugural Grade 4 class. The indepedent schools other will attend include:

Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart
The Lab School
Washington International School
The Siena School
The Langley School
Landon School

Sidwell Friends School
Georgetown Day School
Bullis School
Washington Episcopal School
Francis Scott Key School
Norwood School

We look forward to seeing the students who have moved on to other schools at our 
alumni events!



5Impact Report 2021-2022

Grade 3 Highlights
At River, Grade 3 is the culmination of our Elementary curriculum. Third grade themes 
and projects become increasingly complex and students engage deeply in research, 
writing, critical thinking and inquiry-based learning–often in teams. As part of their 
robust academic work, the Falcons took on in-depth projects, visual and verbal 
presentations and even a self-produced play.

For the Falcon Science Fair, students created hands-on experiments to test their 
hypotheses, using data collection techniques and statistical analysis skills. Students 
presented their conclusions at in-class presentations, as well as recorded Prezis.	

During a spring Research Fair in the Gym, Falcon ‘experts’ created displays and 
shared their findings with parents, faculty and other students. In preparation, the 
Falcons dedicated weeks to research, note taking, outlining, summarizing, and 
writing their reports.

Also in the spring, the Falcons were the stars of an original video production, Spy 
School. They developed the concept, wrote the script, designed the set, blocked the 
choreography, and recorded their production for our community to enjoy.

A much anticipated highlight of the Falcon year is the overnight trip at Camp Horizons. 
The Falcon Class and faculty chaperones spent two days camping, canoeing, climbing, 
hiking, and bonding. For many students this can be the first overnight trip they take 
away from their families. This year, like in previous years, the Falcons returned tired, 
but full of laughter and newfound confidence.
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Our River Community
Embracing Diversity 
The River School continues to pursue its anti-bias and anti-racist (ABAR) 
goals in classrooms, professional development and through the work of the 
interdisciplinary Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Justice, and Belonging  (DEIJB) 
Committee. Ensuring an inclusive learning and professional environment remains 
a core pillar of River’s mission. One of our ongoing goals and commitments is to 
address race, bias, social justice, and community engagement with our students in 
developmentally appropriate ways. 

In 2020, the school launched a multi-year partnership with consultant Dr. Sharon 
Michaels, an expert in helping schools normalize ABAR within their communities. 
Dr. Michaels has guided River School faculty, staff and leadership in strengthening 
its ABAR environment through a series of workshops around implicit bias, 
microaggressions, race and racism in schools, and designing and implementing 
an ABAR curriculum. This work set the stage for the summer of 2022 when a group 
of faculty began work on River’s ABAR Playbook to document how to bring anti-
bias education into every age group, and all facets of curriculum and instruction 
at River. Ensuring that ABAR work is central to our curriculum is an ongoing 
goal. Faculty continue to examine best practices related to ABAR education and 
culturally responsive practices, with the framework of the social justice standards 
of Diversity, Equity, Justice, and Action. Additionally, our Playbook will document 
how the goals are infused in the curriculum through lessons and activities and will 
provide a progression of ABAR learning from Preschool through Upper Elementary. 

Graduate Student Training at River
Enriching Classrooms and Sharing Our Model  

The River School provides supervised clinical training to graduate students in Speech 
Language Pathology, Audiology, Education, Special Education, and Clinical Psychology. 
As part of their university’s program for earning a masters degree, these graduate 
students work at River alongside our educators and clinicians. During the 2021-2022 
school year, we supervised 15 speech language pathology masters students, two 
education masters students and three doctoral candidates in Audiology.

River has Affiliation Agreements with many universities including American University, 
Gallaudet University, George Mason University, George Washington University, 
Georgetown University, Loyola University, Shenandoah University, University of Florida, 
University of Maryland, University of South Carolina, and Vanderbilt University.

The DEIJB Committee spearheaded 
activities in the classroom and 
with faculty and staff to increase 
awareness of implicit bias, 
microaggression and social justice.
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Alumni Family Reunion Events 
In spring of 2022, we were pleased to resume our in-person Alumni Family events, 
starting with the 2013 Falcons Dinner for Grade 3 Alumni and their parents. This 
event was established in 2015 for the 2007 Falcons and has become an annual 
tradition. In May 2022, we celebrated the 2013 class’ accomplishments, and they 
enjoyed reminiscing about their shared experiences at River. It was like no time had 
passed as they toured the school, visited their old classrooms and had “Circle Time” 
with Mrs. Wright. Reuniting as a class before heading off to their next chapters 
reinforced their ties to River and each other.

Also in May, we were able to hold RiverWalk at Carderock Park. It was our first 
community-wide event in two years. Hundreds of members of our community 
enjoyed outdoor activities, games and lunch. At the start of the day, we hosted an 
Alumni Family Reunion during which past students of all ages visited with each 
other, teachers and parents. 

Our alumni families are a big reason 
why River has grown to where it is today. 
Hundreds of families have entrusted us 
to educate their children and prepare 
them for the next steps. We are proud of 
all our alumni who move on to excellent 
schools and embark on exploring 
their interests as students, athletes 
and engaged members of society. We 
consistently hear from representatives 
at other schools that our former students 
excel at problem solving and teamwork, 
are curious and display compassion. 

We conduct events and programs to 
stay connected to our alumni and to 
provide the opportunity for them to 
connect with each other.

Alumni Opportunities  
We are continually looking for ways to support and stay connected to our River 
Alumni—we love seeing the amazing things they accomplish! In addition to 
publishing Alumni Connections* and hosting reunion events, we have several 
opportunities for alums to earn community service hours, intern or participate in 
our Leadership Development Program as part of Camp River. Each summer, alumni 
can learn leadership skills by enrolling as a Camp Technician, moving on to become 
a Counselor-in-Training, which then can lead to summer jobs as Camp Counselors  
or Instructors.

*Alumni news can be submitted to development@riverschool.net

Connecting with Alumni
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River’s financial position remains strong and the commitment and generosity of our 
community is laying the groundwork for future expansion. These graphs show The 
River School’s revenue and expenses over the last fiscal year, September 1, 2021 – 
August 31, 2022. 

Salaries & Benefits	 $6,115,918
Financial Aid	 $889,430
Program Expenses	 $1,064,062
Facilities	 $282,880
Interest	 $70,855
Reserve	 $2,376,153

Expenses
$10,799,298

Tuition & Fees	 $7,849,966
Contributions	 $2,770,196
Clinical Services	 $164,875
Investment Income	 $273,674
Other	 $287,935

Revenue
 $10,799,298

John K. Niparko
Endowment Fund	 $2,952,103
Jill Bailey Chenet
Scholarship Fund	 $353,455

Endowed Funds 
$3,305,558

2021-2022Financials

Scholarship Auction	 $324,954

New Campus Campaign	 $837,700
Grants	 $35,000
Other	 $7,531

Endowment	 $6,000

RiverWalk/Jill Bailey  
Chenet Scholarship Fund	 $27,530

Annual Giving	 $505,489
Future Fund	 $1,026,352

Contributions 
$1,145,008
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Recognition 
of our contributors

Annual Fund
Thank you to the following individuals whose support makes 
a difference in what we are able to provide to the children 
each day at River. The Annual Fund is River’s most important 
fundraising priority as it enables us to offer financial aid, 
retain talented faculty, provide an exceptional education, and 
much more. We are incredibly grateful for the generosity of our 
community which helped us raise $505,489 for the 2021-2022 
Annual Fund, enriching the lives of every child at River.

Leadership Circles 
V I S I O N A R Y
$10 0,0 0 0 +
Nancy Herman & Dawn Halfaker
Rachel Moore Weller 

F O U N D E R
$ 35,0 0 0 -  9 9,9 9 9
Cedar Hill Foundation 
Cameo & Andy Salembier

G R E AT FA L L S
$10,0 0 0 -  3 4 ,9 9 9
Ellen & Ware Adams
Carpenter Family
Miranda & Eric Gaier
Hillary & Jonathan Epstein
Beverly & Stuart Halpert
Kathryne Love & Jason Licht
Jackie & Armani Mahoozi
Britlan & Frederic Malek
Casey & Nicholas Seidenberg

P O T O M A C
$ 5,0 0 0 -  9,9 9 9
Anonymous
Ashley & Matthew Bronczek
Sally & Mark Ein
Erin & Ali Fardshisheh
Hallie & Erich Fischer
Julianna Goldman  

& Michael Gottlieb
Johanna & Ryan Greene
Laura & Michael Kaufman
Jennifer & David Lilley
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Tania Mendez Tarazona  

& Todd Lippincott
Caroline & Judson Littleton
Mr. & Mrs. Howard M. McCue III
Nancy K. Mellon
Randi & Jason Rosenberg
Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Padma Zinzuvadia

Centennial Donors 
The Centennial Club recognizes donors whose cumulative 
contributions to The River School over the years exceed 
$100,000. These generous donors have provided a strong  
foundation upon which River has been built and will continue 
to grow for years to come.

Ellen & Ware Adams
Mary & Alexander Barth
Judy & Leland Bishop
Katherine & David Bradley
Aimee & William Burck
Mary W. Carpenter
Deafness Research Foundation
Susan & Steve Engel
Stephanie & Mehdi Fateh
Cedar Hill Foundation
CityBridge Foundation
Miranda & Eric Gaier
Kellee & Sean Glass
Mae & Ande Grennan
Nancy Herman & Dawn Halfaker
Heisen Family Foundation

Katharine Pollard Maddux 
Memorial Mental 
Health Foundation

Britlan & Frederic Malek
Suzanne & John King
Patricia & John Klick
Kathryne Love & Jason Licht
Dr. John K. Niparko
Elisabeth Hess Rice & Lacy Rice
Randi & Jason Rosenberg
Casey & Nicholas Seidenberg
Rachel & Paul F. Sheridan, Jr.
Lisa & Laurence Siegel
Heather Tomlinson
Prentis Tomlinson
Rachel Moore Weller
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R O C K C R E E K
$2 , 5 0 0 -  4 ,9 9 9
Anonymous
Sarah Wingfield  

& Rich Berman
Evan Ryan & Tony Blinken
Manu Gayatrinath  

& Anthony Cruz
Susan & Steve Engel
Sondra Fein & Gregory Epstein
Dina & Ramsey Farouki
Heather Bamford  

& Sam Gallimore
Aileen Y. Chang & Harry D. Hsing
Eddie Cohen  

& Nathan Imperiale
Ritu & Ro Khanna
Katie & Valdis Lenss
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley
Connie & Erik P. Lindenauer
Anna & John Mason
Nicole & Philip McGuiney
Morris Sanint Family
Linh & Steve Mottaghi
Dixie & John K. Noonan
Inna Dexter  

& Benjamin Nussdorf
Gwendolyn & Carl Oppenheim
Sarah Halpert & Greg Peterson
Katie & Mehdi Pirzadeh
Allison & Mitchell Prince
The Randolph Family
Nowell E. Rush
Melissa Meck & Karl Schnitger
Rachel & Aryeh Selekman
Ami & Arjun Shah

Alison & Rob Silvers
Jessica & Neil Sitron
Elizabeth Klee & Robert Stang
Shannon & Andy Taylor
J. Cory Tull
Carol & Jeff Twyman
Julie Bedford  

& Douglas Vanderbilt
Kristen Young & Julien Vilquin
Porter & Jeff Wall
Caroline & Dejan Zdravkov

River Givers 
PA R E N T S 
Wintana Alem & Yonatan Alemu
Richa Batra & Anthony Allen
Bardouille Family
Rosalind Herendeen  

& Gregory Berlin
Elizabeth & Dave Brooks
Lauren Burgess  

& Rand Brothers
Adriana & Preston Brown
Kristin Beyard & David Capezza
Ashley & Nick Casscells
Lora S. John & Jerome Castillo
Kristin Rae Cecchi 

 & G. John Cecchi
Chinwe Owunna  

& Chukwudi Chukwumah
Wan-Lae & Alexander Cochran
Angie & Bill Collier
Madeline O’Donnell  

& Derek Conicello
Noel & Andrew Cooney

Charlotte & Shane Crowley
Catherine & Alexander Curlet
Allana & Evan D’Amico
Ankita Ritwik & Sachin Desai
Ellen R. Feingold  

& Alexander K. Dewar
Nadine & Billy DiMonte
Susan Hendrick & Nathan Dixon
Carrie & Chris Dooher
Eunice & Christopher Dove
Brice Rhee & Hank Durand
Evans Family
Kianna Fowlkes
Lindsay & Fletcher Gill
Mary Elizabeth McNairy-Glenn 

& Dylan Glenn
Kelly & Evan Goldberg
Raha Yousefi & Vincent Gongola
Green Family
Shannon & Michael Green
Karen Berenthal 

 & Daniel Greenspahn
Matthew Gutman
Regina & Kevin Harris
Casey & Nolan Harte
Amanda &  Jamil Hishmeh
Mingchin Chan  

& Shiang-Jia Huang
Katie & Matthew Huray
Louisa Imperiale
Leigh Ann Caldwell  

& Gregory Jaczko
Elissa & Jeff Jensen
Rukhsana & Yama Jewayni
Tatsiana & Vladimir Khomenko
Ece & Ahmet Kilic
Anne Bennett & Peter Kimball
Bo Mi Lee & Ja Heon Ku
Margot & Lewis Lamb
Justine & Sean Laughlin
Sarah Akram & Chris Le Roy
Sariah Tambre Leigh & Ian Leigh
Dyala & Barmak Madani
Sara Saab & Ahmad Mahmoud
Khosi & Patrick Mathias
McFate Family
Marliss & Brian McManus
Radhika & Viraj Mehta
Ameerah Abdullah  

& Jackie Miles
Julie & Harrison Miller
Daniella & Charles Munzig

Chanel Cryer-Mustapha  
& Adewale Mustapha

Katie & Peter Oppenheim
Pal Family
Amanda DiSanto  

& Steve Pappas
Tara & Jarrod Patten
Emily & Jeff Ratner
A. Riley
Dana & Michael Rocks
Mary & Josh Saltzman
Nisha & Vish Sankaran
Yongrong Lu & Takashi Sato
Tisha & Marc Schestopol
Jennifer & Brian Schottler
Meredith & Jess Sharp
Karla Gonzalez & Scott Shirley
Catherine & Ron Starzman
Lydia Leong & Brian Sullivan
Olivia & Will Suter
Margery Hardwick  

& George Tarnow
Rexy & Beje Thomas
Liz & Tom Thompson
Katrina Kosec & Fabian Valencia
Kendall Burman & Eric Volkman
Priya & Pranav Vora
Joyce & Caleb Ward
Yue Zhang & Shihua Wei
Kimberly & Evan Weisman
Christiane Connors  

& Brian White
Christy & Daniel Windon
Laura Retzler  

& Henry Wigglesworth
Anita & Dippen Zinzuvadia

F R I E N D S
Mr. & Mrs. Bertram F. Bartlett
Maureen Benitz
Mary W. Carpenter
Ken Cluskey
Anya & Maurice Klee
Kate Langbein  

& Victoria Bayly Langbein
Mr. & Mrs. Howard M. McCue, III
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Nolan
Nowell E. Rush
Lisa & Carl Wu
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G R A N D PA R E N T S
Karen & Charles Adams
Linda & Tom Becker
Berta & Clarence Browder
Emily & Stuart Cochran
Betsy Connors
Cherry & Nigel Curlet
Susan L. Feingold 

 & Chet Dussault
Liz & Jack Edsall
Daniel Ein
Carol Falconer
Fred Fardshisheh
Barbara & George Greer
Mary & Wyman Herendeen
Jennifer & David Lilley
Rely & Robert Long
Gwendolyn & Carl Oppenheim
Vallie Rosner
Elliot Rosner
Donna & Tony Ryan
Carol & Jim Sharp
Carol & Jeff Twyman
Padma Zinzuvadia

FA C U LT Y & S TA F F
Danielle Addington
Kathryn Ajaeb
Capitola Anderson
Tracy Armstrong
Marcia Balkin
Taylor Baron

Ashley Bergesen
Meghan Bodner
Hanna Bratt
Katie Brebbia
Megan Campbell
Kristen Carlson
Maria Claure
Nilsa Claure de Becerra
Christiane Connors
Elizabeth Adams Costa
Genevieve Courbois
Nichole David
Beverly Epps
Gloria Furtado
Chelsea Greene
Sasha Grunza
Rose Halili
Vincent Harris
Leigh Hay
Rebecca Houston
Sarah Hughes

Nicole Hutchinson
Rob Jablonowski
Sanjana Jayaram
Kaitlyn Jue
Bretton Keating
Judy Leserman
James Lex
Christine Lopez
Gillian Lynch
Jennifer Lynch
Elizabeth McDermott
Natalie McFetridge
Julia McGuire
Nancy Mellon
Will Mellon
Sharlene Ottley
Meredith Ouellette
Tristan Powell
Hallie Rasmussen
Julia Reid
Kelley Vershbow
Victor Reyes
Emmie Robinson
Brooke Sender
Tia Streletz
Ana Thomas
Emily Waddington
Becky Warischalk
Dot White
Marie Wright

A L U M N I PA R E N T S
Ellen & Ware Adams
Luis Alfonso
Tracy & Tyrone Armstrong II
Katherine Atkinson
Katie Brebbia
Elizabeth & Dave Brooks
Megan Campbell
Carpenter Family
Kristin Rae Cecchi  

& G. John Cecchi

Andre & Priscilla Cheng
Elaine Metlin & Andrew E. Clark
Laurie Cohen
Angie & Bill Collier
Charlotte & Shane Crowley
Sally & Mark Ein
Susan & Steven Engel
Hallie & Erich Fischer
Anna Fukara
Miranda & Eric Gaier
Heather Bamford  

& Sam Gallimore
Raha Yousefi & Vincent Gongola
Shannon & Matthew Graham
Rose & Ed Halili
June & James Johnson
Tara Swaminatha  

& Robert Kaplan
Laura & Michael Kaufman
Kathryne Love & Jason Licht
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley
Connie & Erik P. Lindenauer
Grace Mai & Thuy Loi
Britlan & Frederic Malek
Elizabeth McDermott  

& Thomas Mostowy
Julie & Harrison Miller
Dixie & John K. Noonan
Inna Dexter  

& Benjamin Nussdorf
Meredith & Paul Ouellette
Glenn Parkinson
Tara & Jarrod Patten
Stacey & Joshua Perelman
Allison & Mitchell Prince
Elisabeth Hess Rice & Lacy Rice
Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Elizabeth & David Roberts
Hania Qutub & Iyad Saidi
Casey & Nicholas Seidenberg
Melissa Meck & Karl Schnitger
Stacey & Michael Silver
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“

“

Jenny Morgan & Jamie Shutzer
Catherine & Ron Starzman
Elizabeth Klee & Robert Stang
Hilary S. Thesmar  

& Alfred E. Thesmar
Hollin Dwiggins  

& Clarke Thomason
Julie Bedford  

& Douglas Vanderbilt
Kendall Burman & Eric Volkman
Porter & Jeff Wall 
Leigh McCue-Weil  

& Charles Weil
Jennifer Lynch & Derek Weitzel
Jane Wilson & Stephen Wells
Jeremiah Wolsk
Marie & Raymond Wright
Jane & Ryan Zeender
Anita & Dippen Zinzuvadia

CO R P O R AT I O N S  
& F O U N DAT I O N S
The Ahuja Foundation
AmazonSmile
AstraZeneca USA
CBRE Cares
Cedar Hill Foundation
Dupont Circle Solutions
Gartner Gives
Greater Toledo 

 Community Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Morgan Stanley Matching Gifts
Network for Good
Public Service Enterprise Group 

(PEGPAC) Match Program
Wells Fargo Educational 

Matching Gift Program
Zillow for Good

Tribute Gifts
Berta & Clarence Browder
	 In honor of Sloane McManus

Elaine Metlin & Andrew E. Clark
	 In honor of Nancy Mellon

Hallie Henderson & Erich Fischer
	 In honor of Alexsei Fischer

Matthew Gutman
	 In memory of Jerome “Pop-Pop” Glassman

Mary & Wyman Herendeen
	 Thanks to the fine teachers and staff of The River School.

Nicole & Philip McGuiney
	 In honor of Abby McGuiney

Laura Sanint & Mateo Morris
	 In memory of Daniel Sebastian Morris Sanint

Tara & Jarrod Patten
	 In honor of Decker Patten

Hania Qutub & Iyad Saidi
	 In honor of Salam Saidi

Cameo & Andy Salembier
	 Incredible thanks to the River members of “Team Charlie” and “Team 

William” for all that you have done for our family this year. We are truly 
grateful for your support and dedication. We are thankful to be part of  
the River community.

Meredith & Jess Sharp
	 In honor of Will Sharp

Jeremiah Wolsk
	 In honor of Claire Wolsk

Padma Zinzuvadia
	 In honor of Khalin & Ronan Zinzuvadia

We are forever 
grateful to The 
River School for 
what they have 
done for our 
family. Despite 
the fact that 
Dylan graduated 
several years 
ago (after 

attending River since age 2!), our family still supports 
River. We wholeheartedly believe in its mission and vision 
and happily give back to a place that gave so much to us. 
We are excited to see River expand its footprint–and its 
reach–as it works to provide greater access to this one-
of-a kind program to more children in the DC area.

– Julie Bedford and Doug Vanderbilt 
Parents of Dylan, Falcon Class of 2019
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Early Intervention and Outreach
The Cedar Hill Foundation provides a $35,000 grant to fund early intervention for 
children with hearing loss, as well to support our efforts at outreach to children in 
marginalized and underserved areas of the region.

Special Gifts
We are grateful for gifts dedicated to specific purposes that support the mission of 
The River School.

John K. Niparko Endowment
The John K. Niparko Endowment was named in memory of founding board member 
and world-class surgeon, researcher and scientist, John K. Niparko, MD, who died 
in 2016. It was through his leadership and generosity in 2011 that our Endowment 
Fund was established to strengthen our ability to ensure extraordinary teaching and 
learning, and the capacity to pursue the school’s strategic goals. As of August 31, 
2021, the Niparko Endowment totaled $2,952,103.

Andre & Priscilla Cheng
Angela Niparko

Jill Bailey Chenet Scholarship Fund
Named in memory of our beloved teacher and friend, Jill Bailey Chenet, who passed 
away in 2012, this fund recognizes the dedication Jill had to her students, instilling 
them with a sense of joy and wonder that was palpable in her classroom. We are 
grateful to the many friends and family who contribute to the Jill Bailey Chenet 
Scholarship Fund each year. The fund total as of August 31, 2021 was $353,455.

Will Caldwell
	 In honor of Katherine Culp

Alycia Bartley-Heinsen & Franz Heinsen

Securing River’s Future
In 2016, River parent and Board Trustee Rachel Moore Weller established the Future 
Fund in remembrance of Harry Weller. Harry held River’s mission and vision close to his 
heart and believed it would revolutionize deaf education and shift the paradigm on how 
we teach language and literacy to all children. We are grateful for the gifts to the Future 
Fund which have exceeded $2 million, enabling River to pursue a new campus.

Wintana Alem & Yonatan Alemu
Gregg Brown
Mary W. Carpenter
Andre & Priscilla Cheng
Elizabeth Adams Costa & Rick Costa
Nancy Herman & Dawn Halfaker
Kathryne Love & Jason Licht
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Judy & Howard M. McCue III
Randi & Jason Rosenberg
Nowell E. Rush
Casey & Nicholas Seidenberg

Ravi Viswanathan
Leigh McCue-Weil & Charles Weil
Bertha Briceno & Mathis Wagner
Rachel Moore Weller

R I V E R ’S F U T U R E

Thanks to more than $2 million in 
generous donations to the Harry R.  
Weller Future Fund, The River School 
has sought and found a new campus 
site at 4220 Nebraska Ave. NW. The 
property, located in the Tenleytown 
neighborhood of Washington, DC is 
known as “Under Oak” and includes 
the historic Buchanan mansion built 
in the 1920s. A new campus will allow 
River to expand its reach, educate 
and serve more children, and have 
a campus that better serves our 
curriculum and mission. 
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Corporate Sponsors 
L I V E A U C T I O N
Allen & Rocks
Nancy Taylor Bubes, Washington Fine 

Properties
Dream Finders Homes
Industrious Realty
Rocks Engineering

S I L E N T A U C T I O N
The Donohoe Companies
Mehdi Pirzadeh, EagleBank Residential 

Lending
Dr. Shannon Green, Foxhall OB/GYN 

Associates
Joy Design + Build
Lux Floors

T U I T I O N R A F F L E 
JM Zell Partners, LTD
NFP Golden & Cohen 
RBC Wealth Management

A D V E R T I S E R S
Capitol Breathe Free Sinus & Allergy Centers 
Capitol Document Solutions
Cropp Metcalfe
Dana Rice Group at Compass
Hudson Gray Design
Jodi Macklin Interior Design
The Mary Saltzman Team, Compass
Ourisman Volvo
Planet Depos
Rocks Strategies
Kristen Rowan, 

 The Mary White Team of Compass

Saratoga Heyl Insurance Services
Solbiato
Spring Valley Pediatrics
Taylor Law PLLC
Washington Fine Properties, HRL Partners

Individual Sponsors 
P L AT I N U M
Ashley & Matt Bronczek
Manu Gayatrinath & Anthony Cruz
Erin & Ali Fardshisheh
Shannon & Michael Green
Nancy Herman & Dawn Halfaker
Carrie & Otto Hoernig
Aileen Chang & Harry Hsing
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley
Jackie & Armani Mahoozi
Daniella & Charles Munzig
Katie & Mehdi Pirzadeh
Gretchen Randolph
Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Dana & Michael Rocks
Randi & Jason Rosenberg
Olivia & Will Suter
Caroline & Dejan Zdravkov

G O L D
Evan Ryan & Tony Blinken
Sally & Mark Ein
Sondra Fein & Gregory Epstein
Alex Halsema & Drew Evans
Miranda & Eric Gaier
Julianna Goldman & Michael Gottlieb
Jenny Riegel & Terrance Green
Johanna & Ryan Greene

Cara Grayer & Jerry L. Johnson
Katie & Valdis Lenss
Caroline & Judd Littleton
Khosi & Patrick Mathias
Marliss & Brian McManus
Katie & Peter Oppenheim
Cameo & Andy Salembier
Alison & Rob Silvers
Katrina Kosec & Fabian Valencia
Kendall Burman & Eric Volkman
Marisa & Evan Wechsler
Michelle Chen & Ben Weiner
Kimberly & Evan Weisman

S I LV E R
Ankita Ritwik & Sachin Desai
Hallie & Erich Fischer
MeMe & Dylan Glenn
Eddie Cohen & Nathan Imperiale
Moona & Yama Jewayni
Laura & Mike Kaufman
Soo Shin & H. Jeffrey Kim 
Laura Sanint & Mateo Morris
Tisha & Marc Schestopol
Rachel & Aryeh Selekman
Jessica & Neil Sitron
Lydia Leong & Brian Sullivan
J. Cory Tull

B R O N Z E
Anthony & Richa Allen
Elizabeth & Dave Brooks
Angie & Bill Collier
Charlie & Shane Crowley
Catherine & Alex Curlet
Allana & Evan D’Amico

The River School’s 20th Annual Auction 
raised $324,594 in support of the 
Scholarship Fund. This fund provides 
tuition assistance to families who 
depend on and would otherwise be 
unable to attend River and benefit 
from its innovative model. Thanks to 
enthusiastic and generous support 
from parents, alumni parents, 
grandparents, and area businesses for 
making our largest fundraising event a 
huge success.

Yacht Rock for Scholarship 
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Carrie & Chris Dooher
Kelly & Evan Goldberg
Karen Berenthal & Daniel Greenspahn
Regina & Kevin Harris
Casey & Nolan Harte
Louisa Imperiale
Ritu & Ro Khanna
Margot & Lewis Lamb
Justine & Sean Laughlin
Dixie & John Noonan
Inna Dexter & Benjamin Nussdorf
Amanda DiSanto & Steven Pappas
Sarah Halpert & Greg Peterson
Meredith & Jess Sharp
Shannon & Andy Taylor
Kristen Young & Julien Vilquin
Leigh McCue-Weil & Charlie Weil
Christy & Danny Windon
Anita & Dippen Zinzuvadia

F U N D A S C H O L A R D O N O R S
Tracy & Tyrone Armstrong II
Angie & Bill Collier
Noel & Andrew Cooney
Elizabeth Adams Costa & Richard Costa
Manu Gayatrinath & Anthony Cruz
Carrie & Chris Dooher
Eunice & Christopher Dove
Sally & Mark Ein
Erin & Ali Fardshisheh
Hallie Henderson & Erich Fischer
Miranda & Eric Gaier
Kelly & Evan Goldberg
Jenny Riegel & Terrance Green
Shannon & Michael Green
Johanna & Ryan Greene
Regina & Kevin Harris
Rukhsana & Yama Jewayni
Laura & Michael Kaufman
Justine Lau & Sean Laughlin
Katie & Valdis Lenss
Kathryne Love & Jason Licht
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley
Caroline & Judson Littleton
Jackie & Armani Mahoozi
Khosi & Patrick Mathias
Radhika & Viraj Mehta
Ameerah Abdullah & Jackie Miles
Natascha & Gian Maria Milesi Ferretti
Daniella & Charles Munzig
Inna Dexter & Benjamin Nussdorf

Meredith & Paul Ouellette
Julia & James Reid
Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Randi & Jason Rosenberg
Rachel & Aryeh Selekman
Alison & Rob Silvers
Olivia & Will Suter
Marisa & Evan Wechsler
Jennifer Lynch & Derek Weitzel
Christiane Connors & Brian White
Christy & Danny Windon

T E A C H E R S P O N S O R S , 
U N D E R W R I T E R S & D O N O R S
Sarah Wingfield & Rich Berman
Evan Ryan & Tony Blinken
Ashley & Matt Bronczek
Chinwe Owunna & John Chukwumah
Betsy Connors
Linda & Paul Cooney
Manu Gayatrinath & Anthony Cruz
Catherine & Alex Curlet
Nicky David
Ankita Ritwik & Sachin Desai
Carrie & Chris Dooher
Sally & Mark Ein
Sondra Fein & Gregory Epstein
Hillary & Jonathan Epstein
Alex Halsema & Drew Evans
Hallie & Erich Fischer
Freed Photography
Miranda & Eric Gaier
MeMe & Dylan Glenn
Raha Yousefi & Vincent Gongola
Julianna Goldman & Michael Gottlieb
Shannon & Michael Green
Jenny Riegel & Terrance Green
Johanna & Ryan Greene
Nancy Herman & Dawn Halfaker
Carrie & Otto Hoernig
Aileen Chang & Harry Hsing
Eddie Cohen & Nathan Imperiale
Moona & Yama Jewayni
Cara Grayer & Jerry L. Johnson
Laura & Michael Kaufman
Soo Shin & H. Jeffrey Kim
Ritu & Ro Khanna
Katie & Valdis Lenss
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley
Caroline & Judd Littleton
Jackie & Armani Mahoozi

Anna & John Mason
Khosi & Patrick Mathias
Marliss & Brian McManus
Laura Sanint & Mateo Morris
Daniella & Charles Munzig
Judith Munzig
Dixie & John Noonan
Katie & Peter Oppenheim
Jodi Ovca
Tara & Jarrod Patten
Katie & Mehdi Pirzadeh
Gretchen Randolph
Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Dana & Michael Rocks
Randi & Jason Rosenberg
Kristen Rowan,  

The Mary White Team of Compass
Cameo & Andy Salembier
Mary & Josh Saltzman
Tisha & Marc Schestopol
Rachel & Aryeh Selekman
Meredith & Jess Sharp
Alison & Rob Silvers
Jessica & Neil Sitron
Olivia & Will Suter
Lydia Leong & Brian Sullivan
J. Cory Tull
Katrina & Fabian Valencia
Kristen Young & Julien Vilquin
Kendall Burman & Eric Volkman
Marisa & Evan Wechsler
Michelle Chen & Ben Weiner
Beth Siegel & Scott Weiner
Christy & Danny Windon
Caroline & Dejan Zdravkov
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CO R P O R AT E S P O N S O R S
Cropp Metcalfe
NFP Golden & Cohen
Saratoga Heyl  

Insurance Services
TootToot Pictures
United Bank

E V E N T S P O N S O R S
Brochu Family
Carpenter Family
Halfaker Family
Rosenberg Family

WA L K S P O N S O R S
Fardshisheh Family
Munzig Family

P I C N I C S P O N S O R S
Gottlieb Family
Hsing Family
Salembier Family

A C T I V I T I E S S P O N S O R S
Allow Family
Mahoozi Family 
Pirzadeh Family

FA M I LY S P O N S O R S
Atkinson Dave Family
Briceño Wagner Family
Brooks Family
Chenet Family
D’Amico Family
Durand Family
Gaier Family
Green Family 
Green Family 

Greene Family
Harris Family
Huray Family
Imperiale Family
Johnson Family
Kane Family
Kaufman Family
Khomenko Family
Leong Sullivan Family
Love & Licht Family
Mason Family
Matas-Garcia Family
Monash Family
Morris Sanint Family
Noonan Family
Ratner Family
Saferstein Family
Sato Family
Schestopol Family
Selekman Family
Sharp Family
Sitron Family
Vilquin Family

Wittman Family
Zhang & Wei Family
Zinzuvadia Family

D O N O R S
Alemu Family
Armstrong Family
Berlin Family
Chod Family
Claire Daily Elliott
Goldberg Family
Sarah Hughes
Nicole Hutchinson
Dan Jensen
Lynch Weitzel Family
McDermott Family
McManus Family
Miles Family
Ouellette Family
Raizman Family
Taylor Family
Valencia Family
Wigglesworth Family 

Jill Bailey Chenet’s RiverWalk 
Jill Bailey Chenet’s RiverWalk raised $26,680 in support of The Jill Bailey Chenet 
Scholarship Fund. This fund was established in 2012 in memory of beloved second 
grade teacher and friend Jill Bailey Chenet. Jill, known to her friends and family as 
“Tootie,” spent many hours tutoring children in reading after school.

Her passion was to work with young children, teaching them to be strong readers. 
RiverWalk proceeds are dedicated to Tootie Time Tutoring for River Schoolers and the 
Jill Bailey Chenet Endowed Scholarship Fund which is part of the Endowment Fund.
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