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Members of our community who give their time, energy and enthusiasm

are the heart of River. We would not be able to accomplish all that we do

without the dedication of so many helping hands.

River School Parents Association

PRESIDENT
Erin Fardshisheh

COMMUNITY
SERVICE

Asha Anthony

Allana D’Amico

Kayla & Michael Brochu
Nisha & Vish Sankaran
Jessica Sitron

FACULTY & STAFF
APPRECIATION

Asha Anthony
Lauren Burgess
Aileen Chang
Miranda Gaier
Thayer Hardwick

& George Tarnow
Jessica McFate
Dixie Noonan
Randi Rosenberg
Nisha & Vish Sankaran
Meredith Sharp
Christy Windon
Yue Zhang

BOOK FAIR
Richa Batra
Ashley Bronczek
Lauren Burgess
Allana D’Amico
Eunice Dove
Ellen Feingold
Miranda Gaier
Julianna Goldman
Sarah Halpert
Hallie Henderson
Katie Pirzadeh
Amy Raskin
Nicolle Rippeon
Jessica Sitron
Olivia Suter
Christy Windon

ROOM PARENTS
Sara Ahmed
Richa Batra

& Anthony Allen
Ashley Bronczek
Lauren Burgess
Sarah Corkery
Sachin Desai
Nadine DiMonte
Eunice Dove
Sondra Fein
Miranda Gaier
Julianna Goldman
Colleen Green
Sarah Halpert
Regina Harris
Rosalind Herendeen
Mandy Hovland
Ritu Khanna
Margot Lamb
Katie Lenss
Ivy Madson
Jackie Mahoozi
Jenna Miller
Daniella Munzig
Kathleen O’Kane
Katie Pirzadeh
Courtney Raizman
Amy Raskin
Emily Ratner
Brice Rhee
Dana Rocks
Randi Rosenberg
Nisha & Vish Sankaran
Jessica Sitron
LaNola Stone
Olivia Suter
Sariah Tambre
Yue Zhang

EVENT SUPPORT
Luis Alfonso
Nadeen Best
Ashley Bronczek
Elona Cela
Catherine Lewis

& Chris Buresh
Mary Cull
Erin Fardshisheh
Miranda Gaier
Hallie Henderson
Inma Iglesias
Kim Moon
Katie & Mehdi Pirzadeh
Amy Raskin
Jessica Sitron
Meredith Sharp
lan Leigh Tambre
Thayer Hardwick

& George Tarnow
Yue Zhang

Disco Ball for Scholarship

CO-CHAIRS
Ashley Bronczek

Shannon Green
Shannon Taylor

VOLUNTEERS
Ameerah Abdullah
Allana D’Amico
Allison Bacelli

Pep Bardouille
Elizabeth Brooks
Leigh Ann Caldwell
Megan Campbell
Christiane Connors
Elizabeth Adams Costa
Charlie Crowley
Sally Ein

Erin Fardshisheh
Miranda Gaier
Nisha Sankaran

Parent Annual Fund Committee

CHAIR
Sondra Fein

COMMITTEE
Alex Curlet
Evan D’Amico

Amanda DiSanto
Dylan Glenn
Regina Harris
Katie Huray
Laura Kaufman

Alumni Parent Advisory Board

Ellen Adams
Jenny Alexander
Kirsten Wilson

& Johnny Bivera
Julie Bedford
Laurie Cohen
Mollie Dougherty
Jen Frederick

Anna Fukara
Carolyn Jeppsen
James Johnson
Peter Horowitz
Mary O’Leary Kane
Bob Kaplan
Connie Lindenauer
Fena Macdonald

Julianna Goldman
Dawn Halfaker
Nancy Herman
Katie Huray
Ritu Khanna
Justine Lau
Katie & Valdis Lenss
Jaynie Lilley
Chris Lopez
Jackie Mahoozi
Daniella Munzig
Courtney

& Noah Raizman
Jenny Riegel
Randi Rosenberg
Lindsay Sheldon
Jessica Sitron
Catherine Starzman
May Gardner Wilson

Patrick Mathias
Daniella Munzig
Christy Windon
Caroline Zdravkov

Chris Miller

Monte Monash
Marcy Oppenheimer
Glenn Parkinson
Elizabeth Powell
Amy Shannon

David Wahl

Steve Wells
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Dear River Community,

AM HONORED AND EXCITED to present The River School 2022-23 Impact

Report. This report provides an opportunity to share how each gift touches

the lives of our students, faculty and staff. In the nearly 25 years | have been

fortunate enough to be a part of this community, | have watched our students
learn to master new academic skills, trust themselves, discover new perspectives,
lean into inquiry, reach remarkable milestones and become their own best
advocates. In essence: evolve.

Defined, evolve means “to develop gradually, especially from a simple to a

more complex form”. In our 2020-2025 Strategic Plan, our tenets are: Innovate,
Enhance, Grow, Evolve and Sustain. When I think back on our progress over this
last year, | believe we have embodied them all. But “evolve” stands out. From the
more noticeable accomplishments like establishing our inaugural fourth grade
class, launching the meaningful Children Are Citizens curriculum, and obtaining
a generous grant from the Green Family Foundation to initiate the Community
Outreach Fund, to the more discrete - shifting of our administrative staff to satellite
office space, negotiating our lease space (directly across from the school on V St,
NW) for the expanding Upper Elementary and the progressing of our new campus
plans, River is developing gradually into its most complex (and best!) form.

I cannot think of a better way to highlight our continued commitment to children,
families and our greater community than with the publication of the research paper,
Language and academic outcomes of children with cochlear implants in an inclusive
setting: Evidence from 18 years of data. Being able to definitively prove that River’s
inclusive model has an over 90% success rate isn’t surprising, but it certainly is
gratifying. Never ones to spend too much time basking in our triumphs, we are
looking forward to our future and what we have planned. We’re just beginning.

It’s difficult to come up with new words for thank you. The gratitude | have for this
community, parents, volunteers, faculty, staff and the Board of Trustees is endless.

Thank you for continuing on this journey with us and being part of our evolution.

pbeyllon

Casey Seidenberg, President Jonathan Epstein, MD Nancy K. Mellon
Rachel Moore Weller, Vice President Terrance Green Head of School
Nancy K. Mellon, Vice President Nancy Herman

Eric Gaier, PhD, Treasurer Valdis Lenss

Nowell Rush, Secretary Britlan Malek, PsyD

Yonatan Alemu Leigh McCue-Weil, PhD

Mary W. Carpenter Nicolle Rippeon

Andre Cheng, MD Mathis Wagner

Impact Report 2022-2023



The River School’s inclusive program
challenges each child to work
collaboratively, to think critically,
and to develop the confidence to
take risks, embrace their curiosity,
and find their voice.
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Dear River Community,

HOUGH THIS IS MY FIRST STANDALONE LETTER, | have been active

on the Board of Trustees since 2015, am an alumni parent, and am in my

second year as President. All that to say, | have been invested in this

community for a long time and | am always inspired by the abundance that
is River — from the generosity of our community to the creativity and warmth of our
educators, faculty and staff.

When | review our 2020-2025 Strategic Plan, | am deeply proud of our progress. We
took significant steps to grow in the areas we mapped out as essential. We increased
our enrollment, established our Upper Elementary Program, have solid finances
thanks to a successful auction and annual fund contributions, took meaningful
action to further our new campus plan, added dedicated staff, and are serving more
students of diverse backgrounds. We are solidly positioned to build on our current
momentum and reach all of the sizable goals we set forth three years ago.

Over the summer we received our updated accreditation from the Association of
Independent Maryland and DC Schools (AIMS) through 2032, “affirming our school
strengths, providing institutional reflection and long-term, ongoing school health.”
Accreditation is an endorsement of River’s program and is a requirement for the
School’s membership in local, regional and national associations of independent
schools. The accreditation process includes input from our community— faculty,
staff, board, and current and past parents— and reaffirms the work we are doing
towards our current and long-term goals.

It takes substantial effort, time and dedication to make all of this happen. Thank
you to Nancy and the Board for their tireless commitment to River, their motivating
vision, and outstanding work over the past year. This, accompanied by other
meaningful gifts from our many contributors and supporters makes me proud of our
community and very optimistic for what lies ahead.

Thank you,

()‘M"‘&L & unorf_

Casey Seidenberg
President, Board of Trustees
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N THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR, we loved welcoming families and friends
back forin-person celebrations of learning, field trips, and Arts & Sciences
activities and performances. Hundreds of books were read, thousands of
numbers counted, added, subtracted, multiplied and divided, and countless
lessons applied to real-world scenarios. Through thematic student-centered

units, our teaching teams steered classes through a developmentally appropriate ikt bt Afle .-,l,i,-,jm,e,nh A ield fp;
scaffolded curriculum. Our students learned, practiced and achieved core academic ' '1;:57:1{!':,";. ' -{:":l"‘:'l\m] t:fi .'!ﬂ_rm_; Pf,,,,m‘“
skills, concepts and knowledge through integrated, inquiry-based approaches to e 4;,”;' i 'i.'w'a_r..,,;/ _ m;h
foster their critical thinking. What a year! v P | %hﬁ“
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Going Fourth!

River’s Inaugural Year of Upper Elementary

In June, the rising fourth graders met for a brainstorming session (complete with
pizza!) and used their innate curiosity, initiative, and sense of discovery to craft
their vision of River’s Upper Elementary Program.

Fast forward to the start of the year when students bonded on an overnight
camping trip at Bretton Woods, then hosted a Playwright and Theatre Educator

to create an original play, and held an Inventor’s Fair in partnership with the KID
Museum showcasing their applied knowledge of electricity and circuits. The lively
Fourth Graders did not stop there! They won a Roots & Shoots mini-grant from the
Jane Goodall Institute as part of their Community Initiatives program to support the
native bee populations around River’s campus, spent Fridays off-campus engaged
in learning with field studies including National Portrait Gallery, American History
Museum, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Upcycle, and Rock Creek
Conservancy. Factorin project-based, immersive learning in subjects like Math,
Writing, Reading, Science, Social Studies, Spanish, and Physical Education and
after school clubs for more exploring, innovating, collaborating and making — and
our fourth graders had an incredible (and exhausting!) year.




Children Are Citizens

Year One

Our Children Are Citizens Celebration of Learning was a highlight of the school year!
The Children Are Citizens program, created by Harvard’s Project Zero, stems from
the premise that all children are current citizens—not future or hypothetical ones—
with ideas, opinions and the capacity to participate in the civic and cultural life

of their city. Because Children Are Citizens is grounded in progressive education
principles, this program felt like a natural extension of our River ideals. For the

eight classes — Preschool-Grade 1 — that participated in this pilot, teachers
guided creative responses to the question, “What does being a good citizen and
community member mean to you?”

At the conclusion of this year-long journey, River Curriculum Director, Christiane
Connors, presented to a standing-room-only-crowd of parents, and the teaching
teams who participated shared with faculty and staff their concepts and work,
including a root cause analysis of kindness, accessible playground designs and
an exploration of what makes a community healthy. Each classroom wrote and
illustrated a book documenting their learning journey with each student receiving
their own copy that they shared with their families.
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Art and Music at River
We kicked off the school year with our very first schoolwide self-portrait art project.
Each classroom, from our youngest to oldest learners, explored the same concept—
self-identity—through age-appropriate lenses, mediums and processes. The project
entitled, Know thyself! was a fun way to deepen self-concept

and express creativity.

And of course, we sang and danced this year with our in-
person performances! Every class was in on the act from

the Kindergarten and Grade 1 performance of Bugz and the
Grade 2 and 3 performance of Pirates! The Musical, to the
Grade 4 original production of Wonderland: Madly Ever After.
The fourth graders helped write the script, build the sets

and design their costumes all while learning their lines for
this show. We are so grateful for the guidance of Mr. James
and our family volunteers who worked behind the scenes on
costumes and set design.

International & Multicultural Night

We celebrated our wonderful diverse and united community with our Fourth Annual
International & Multicultural Night. In addition to a delicious array of food, families
enjoyed a variety of activities including origami making, Brazilian dancing, the
Mancala game and a fun photo booth!
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Book Fair Week

Each year, River holds a Book Fair to encourage a love of
reading and to celebrate our amazing educators and speech-
language pathologists who each day develop capable and
enthusiastic readers through a variety of instructional
techniques, formats and assessments. This year, we kicked
off our springtime event by inviting students and teachers to

dress as a favorite book character!

Grandparents and Special Friends Day

One of our most notable events is Grandparents and Special
Friends Day. Held in the spring, this day celebrates those
extraordinary people who support River and our students in
all manner of ways. Guests enjoyed lunch in the Gym, and
spent time in the classrooms, met our educators and enjoyed
time with their favorite student(s).

Field Day

We had phenomenal weather and a record crowd for Field
Day this year which was held at Palisades Park! Mr. Harris
and team could not have pulled this off without our family
volunteers to help set-up, clean-up, cheer and coach
activities! From popsicles and ring toss to spinning on the
dizzy bat and running with parachutes, a lot of fun was had
by all!

Falcon Graduation 2023

Itis always a wonderful celebration when our Grade 3
Falcons graduate — and this year did
not disappoint! The students, along
with their families, participated in
our traditional graduation ceremony
and enjoyed a delicious luncheon,
with photo opps and plenty of time for
reminiscing and discussing plans for
the summer. We’re so proud of these
young learners and look forward to
seeing what they do next—whether at
River or a new school!

6 ‘ The River School
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Diversity, Equity, Inclusion,
Justice and Belonging at River

River embodies an inclusive educational model where

we strive to constantly examine our practices with the
overarching goal to be a school that is openly anti-bias and
anti-racist (ABAR). Since 2020, we have worked with experts
in the field to:

e Develop Social Justice lessons based on the goals of

identity, justice, equity and action

e Initiate our first cycle of Children Are Citizens to foster a
civic identity starting with ouryoungest learners

e Create an ABAR Playbook, a practice guide to help faculty
and staff impart a comprehensive understanding of the
school’s commitment to ABAR work in the classroom,
in professional relationships and as a whole school
community.

This year, we hosted a full day of learning and professional

developmentin the form of a “book tasting” for faculty to

explore diverse, identity and culturally affirming literature
across all ages to help us further create ABAR classrooms.
_. Beforehand, faculty and staff were served leading research
L) on the significant impact of culturally responsive classroom
resources. Then, they reviewed, browsed, read, discussed,
questioned and analyzed over one hundred books, always
through the frame of young learners’ developmental
understandings of race and difference. Afterwards, teaching
teams and faculty members inventoried their classroom
libraries using a culturally responsive lens. We look
forward to this ongoing process that will lead us to be more

responsive to the needs of our entire community.

Impact Report 2022-2023 7



M22-2023

River’s financial position remains strong and the commitment and generosity of En d Owed FU n dS

our community is laying the groundwork for future expansion. These graphs show $3,618,901

The River School’s revenue and expenses over the fiscal year, September 1, 2022
August 31, 2023, I

John K. Niparko

Endowment Fund $3,211,002
Jill Bailey Chenet
Scholarship Fund $407,899
Revenue Expenses Contributions
$14,203,456 $14,203,456 $4,512,033

Scholarship Auction $405,519

® Annual Giving $491,530
® Future Fund $1,000,053
® Tuition & Fees $8,462,380 ® Salaries & Benefits $7,143,977 New Campus $1,088,720
® Contributions $4,512,033 ® Financial Aid $980,238 ® Grants $1,480,625
® Clinical Services $164,158 ® Program Expenses $1,369,644 ® Other $18,741
Investment Income $558,837 Facilities $372,606 © RiverWalk/Jill Bailey
® Other $506,048 ® Interest $67,769 Chenet Scholarship Fund  $20,845
® Reserve $4,269,222 ® Endowment $6,000
- o - ra
y ‘:‘:"*’f S ‘ . ".
Ll r ‘ -' L | 4 r
e o

Update on River’s New Campus

We continued our work to establish a new campus at
4220 Nebraska Avenue, NW that fully supports our
growing student body. As expected, a small number of
neighbors appealed the Board of Zoning Adjustment’s
unanimous approval of our plans. We filed our briefing
materials and awaited a date for oral arguments. We are
confident in a positive outcome given the thoroughness of
the BZA review of our traffic management and operational
plans, and the in-depth, 30-page opinion that responded
to each of the neighbors’ concerns. A final ruling on the
appeal will likely come mid-2024. During this time, we will
continue to finalize architectural drawings and site plans.

We remain excited about this opportunity to strengthen
The River School for the future and to fulfill our mission by
providing greater access to our services for more children
in our area.

8 The River School



Centennial Donors

The Centennial Club recognizes donors whose cumulative

contributions to The River School over the years exceed

$100,000. These generous supporters, who represent every

part of our community, have provided a strong foundation

upon which River has been built and will continue to grow

into the future.

Ellen & Ware Adams

Mary & Alexander Barth
Judy & Leland Bishop
Katherine & David Bradley
Aimee & William Burck
Mary W. Carpenter

Cedar Hill Foundation
CityBridge Foundation
Deafness Research Foundation
Susan & Steve Engel
Stephanie & Mehdi Fateh
Miranda & Eric Gaier
Kellee & Sean Glass

Green Family Foundation
Mae & Ande Grennan
Dawn Halfaker

Heisley Family Foundation
Nancy Herman

Katharine Pollard Maddux
Memorial Mental Health
Foundation

Suzanne & John King

Patricia & John Klick

Kathryne Love &Jason Licht

Fena & Andy Macdonald

Britlan & Frederic Malek

Dr. John K. Niparko

Elisabeth Hess Rice & Lacy Rice

Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon

Randi & Jason Rosenberg

Casey & Nicholas Seidenberg

Rachel & Paul F. Sheridan, Jr.

Lisa & Laurence Siegel

Heather Tomlinson

Prentis Tomlinson

Julie Bedford
& Douglas Vanderbilt

Rachel Moore Weller

-

Annual Fund

We are grateful to the many members of our community who

contributed to the Annual Fund. Every gift enables River to

provide an exceptional educational program, enrich our

community with financial assistance, attract and retain

talented faculty and grow our Upper Elementary. The collective

generosity of trustees, parents, alumni parents, grandparents,

and faculty and staff totaled $491,530 in 2022-2023.

Leadership Circles

VISIONARY
$100,000+

Dawn Halfaker
Nancy Herman
Rachel Moore Weller

FOUNDER
$35,000 - 99,999

Anonymous
Cedar Hill Foundation

GREAT FALLS
$10,000 - 34,999

Ellen & Ware Adams
Asha Sharma Anthony

& Guy Anthony
Sondra Fein & Gregory Epstein
Miranda & Eric Gaier
Kathryne Love & Jason Licht
Jacquelyn & Armani Mahoozi
Britlan & Frederic Malek
Judy Munzig
Dorothy Raizman

GREAT FALLS (continued)
Amy Raskin & Joel Saferstein
Casey & Nicholas Seidenberg
Michelle Chen & Ben Weiner
May & Charlie Wilson

POTOMAC
$5,000 - 9,999

Chubb Insurance
Erin & Ali Fardshisheh
Hallie & Erich Fischer
Aileen Chang & Harry Hsing
Julianna Goldman
& Michael Gottlieb
Ritu & Ro Khanna
Jennifer & David Lilley
Nancy Mellon
Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Randi & Jason Rosenberg
Saratoga Heyl Insurance
Services, Inc.
Lauren & Michael Sion
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ROCK CREEK
$2,500 - 4,999

Anonymous
Evan Ryan & Antony Blinken
Kayla & Michael Brochu
Berta & Clarence Browder
Manu Gayatrinath

& Anthony Cruz
Hillary & Jonathan Epstein
Dina & Ramsey Farouki
Heather Bamford

& Sam Gallimore
Isley & Kieran Gostin
Colleen Green
Jenny Riegel & Terrance Green
Imperiale Cohen Family
Frannie & Barry LaSala
Katie & Valdis Lenss
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley
Connie & Erik Lindenauer
The Morris Sanint Family
Kathleen & Chris O’Kane
Courtney & Noah Raizman
Yuliya Kuklina & Steven Reich
Nowell E. Rush
Yongrong Lu & Takashi Sato
Melissa Meck & Karl Schnitger
Rachel & Aryeh Selekman
Jessica & Neil Sitron
J. Cory Tull
Kristen Young & Julien Vilquin

Caroline & Dejan Zdravkov

River Givers
CURRENT PARENTS
Kathryn Ajaeb
Iman Al-Hussein
Winta Alem & Yoni Alemu
Richa Batra & Anthony Allen
Elona Cela & Nigel Allow
Hessa Almaian

& Abdulaziz Alowayish
Allison & Frank Bacelli
Kim Moon & Jonathan Baker
Rosalind Herendeen

& Greg Berlin
Sarah Wingfield & Rich Berman
Elizabeth & Dave Brooks
Lauren Burgess

& Rand Brothers
Adriana & Preston Brown
C. Lewis & C. Buresh
Ashley & Nick Casscells
Lora John & Jerome Castillo
Chinwe Owunna

& Chukwudi Chukwumah
Wan-Lae & Alexander Cochran
Noel & Andrew Cooney
Elizabeth Adams & Rick Costa
Charlotte & Shane Crowley
Catherine & Alexander Curlet
Allana & Evan D’Amico
Corinne Saylor Davis

& Robert Davis
Ankita Ritwik & Sachin Desai
Ellen R. Feingold

& Alexander K. Dewar
Nadine & Billy DiMonte
Susan Hendrick & Nathan Dixon
Dooher Family
Eunice & Christopher Dove
The Evans Family
Familia Matas Garcia
Amber & Dion Foxworth
Sara Ahmed

& Charlie Fromstein
Mary Elizabeth McNairy-Glenn

& Dylan Glenn
Kelly & Evan Goldberg
Shannon & Michael Green
Matthew Gutman
Regina & Kevin Harris
Amanda & Jamil Hishmeh
Mingchin Chan & Shiang-Jia

Huang

Tania Jofe & lan Hunter
The Huray Family
InmaIglesias
Leigh Ann Caldwell

& Greg Jaczko
Rukhsana & Yama Jewayni
Laura & Michael Kaufman
Margot & Lewis Lamb
The Laughlin Family
Sarah Akram & Chris Le Roy
Olena Koltko & Andrew Mac
Dyala & Barmak Madani
Ivy & David Madson
Khosi & Patrick Mathias
Marliss & Brian McManus
Radhika & Viraj Mehta
The Miles-Abdullah Family
Jenna & Eli Miller
Julie & Harrison Miller
Daniella & Charles Munzig
Henrike & Derrick Nelson
Dixie & John Noonan
Katie & Peter Oppenheim
Sharlene & Anwar Ottley
Jodi Ovca
Amanda DiSanto

& Steven Pappas
Sarah Halpert & Greg Peterson
Katie & Mehdi Pirzadeh
The Ratners
Michelle Sternthal & Zeke Reich
Aisha Riley
Dana & Michael Rocks
Nisha & Vish Sankaran
Tisha & Marc Schestopol
Meredith & Jess Sharp
Arleen & Herman Singh
Catherine & Ron Starzman
LaNola Stone
Lydia Leong & Brian Sullivan
Olivia & Will Suter
Margery Hardwick

& George Tarnow
Shannon & Andy Taylor
Ana & Reggie Thomas
Naomi Sullivan

& Jacob Thompson
Liz & Tom Thompson
Katrina Kosec & Fabian Valencia
Bertha Briceno

& Mathis Wagner
Joyce & Caleb Ward

Becky & Joe Warischalk
Yue Zhang & Shihua Wei
Kimberly & Evan Weisman
Sarah & Shay Wester
Christiane Connors

& Brian White
Christy & Daniel Windon
Marie & Raymond Wright

FRIENDS
Maureen Benitz
Sue Borschel, Esq.
Victoria Bayly Langbein
& Kate Langbein
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. McCue Il

GRANDPARENTS
Karen & Chuck Adams
Regina Alfonso
Linda & Tom Becker
Berta & Clarence Browder
Emily & Stuart Cochran
Betsy Connors
Linda & Paul Cooney
Cherry & Nigel Curlet
Dianne B. Cutler
Susan L. Feingold

& Chet Dussault
Dr. Roberta Weiss

& Dr. James Edelstein
Carol Falconer
Behnaz Fardshisheh
Fred Fardshisheh
Elizabeth & John Fromstein
Jean & Larry Gostin
Cynthia & Rick Hall
Catherine G. Henson
Mary & Wyman Herendeen
Choon & Eun Kim
Jennifer & David Lilley
Rely & Robert Long
Thomas Madson
Sheryl & Michael Markman
Mary Lou McFate
Judy Munzig
Gwendolyn & Carl Oppenheim
Anne L. Pirrone
Dorothy Raizman
Gloria & Dick Raskin
Priscilla Rippeon
Elliot “Nonno” Rosner
Vallie Rosner



Donna & Tony Ryan

Dee Selekman

Rita & Edwin Sitron

Diane & Roger Warin

Beth Siegel & Scott Weiner
Julia & Ed Williams

Marge & Charlie Wilson

FACULTY & STAFF
Danielle Addington
Kathryn Ajaeb
Tracy Armstrong
Capitola Anderson
Marcia Balkin
Taylor Baron

Katie Brebbia
Ginger Brooker
Megan Campbell
Kristen Carlson
Maria Claure

Nilsa Claure de Becerra
Kate Clute

Elizabeth Adams Costa
Genevieve Courbois
Nicky David

Sarah Elbaum

Liz Farrelly

Tosin Fashola
Gloria Furtado
Chelsea Greene
Rose Halili

Vincent Harris
Caryn Heskey
Rebecca Houston
Sarah Hughes
Nicole Hutchinson
Bob Jones

Kaitlyn Jue

Bretton Keating
Hallie Lee

Judy Leserman
Christine Lopez

Jen Lynch

Gillie Lynch
Elizabeth McDermott
Natalie McFetridge
Julia McGuire
Nancy Mellon

Will Mellon
Sharlene Ottley
Meredith Ouellette
Tristan Powell

Julia Reid

Erin Royer Shetter
Kelley Vershbow
Brooke Sender
Lindsay Sheldon
Tia Streletz

Ana Thomas
Becky Warischalk
Dot White

Marie Wright

ALUMNI PARENTS
Ellen & Ware Adams
Tracy & Tyrone Armstrong Il
Katherine Atkinson
Katie Brebbia
Kayla & Michael Brochu
Elizabeth & Dave Brooks
Jacqueline Busa
Megan Campbell
Caroline Nolan

& Jonathan Carpenter
Andre & Priscilla Cheng
Elaine Metlin & Andrew E. Clark
Charlie & Shane Crowley
Hallie & Erich Fischer
Miranda & Eric Gaier

Heather Bamford

& Sam Gallimore
Shannon & Matthew Graham
Rose & Ed Halili
Rebecca Houston
Inma Iglesias
Leigh Ann Caldwell

& GregJaczko
Tara Swaminatha & Bob Kaplan
Laura & Michael Kaufman
Frannie & Barry LaSala
Kathryne Love & Jason Licht
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley
Connie & Erik Lindenauer
Jacquelyn & Armani Mahoozi
Britlan & Frederic Malek
Elizabeth McDermott

& Thomas Mostowy
Julie & Harrison Miller
Katie & Peter Oppenheim
Marcy Oppenheimer

&Joseph Neale
Dixie & John Noonan
Meredith & Paul Ouellette
Stacey & Joshua Perelman
Ann & Christian Plaza
Kirsten & Dave Pollin

Elizabeth & Robert Powell
Yuliya Kuklina & Steven Reich

Elisabeth Hess Rice & Lacy Rice
Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Liz & Dave Roberts
Hania Qutub & lyad Saidi
Cameo & Andy Salembier
Kerstin Canby & Norbert Schady
Melissa Meck & Karl Schnitger
Jennifer & Brian Schottler
Casey & Nicholas Seidenberg
Jenny Morgan & Jamie Shutzer
Stacey & Mike Silver
Catherine & Ron Starzman
Michael, Ellen & Sascha Tansky
Hollin Dwiggins

& Clarke Thomason
Bertha Briceno

& Mathis Wagner
Leigh McCue-Weil

& Charles Weil
Jennifer Lynch & Derek Weitzel
Rachel Moore Weller
Jeremy Wolsk
Marie & Raymond Wright
Caroline & Dejan Zdravkov
Anita & Dippen Zinzuvadia
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CORPORATIONS
& FOUNDATIONS

3MGives

The Ahuja Foundation

American Endowment
Foundation

American Gas Association

AstraZeneca USA

The Bamford Foundation

The Carlyle Charitable
Giving Programs

CARS Partners

CBRE Cares

Cedar Hill Foundation

CHUBB

Fidelity Charitable

Googlers Give

Greater Toledo
Community Foundation

The Greater Washington
Community Foundation

Green Family Foundation

Harris Teeter Together
in Education

The River School

4 5

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
The New York Community Trust
Northrop Grumman Foundation
Public Service Enterprise
Group Match Program
Salesforce.com Matching
Gift Program
SAP Together
Schwab Charitable
Spartanburg County Foundation
Thornburg Investment
Management’s
Education Program
Vanguard Charitable
Wells Fargo Educational
Matching Gift Program

Tribute Gifts

Regina Alfonso
In honor of Victor Alfonso

Berta & Clarence Browder
In honor of Sloane McManus

Jacqueline Busa
In honor of Olivia & Colton Forry

Elaine Metlin & Andrew E. Clark
In memory of Lenore Clark

Dianne B. Cutler
In honor of Noah Raizman

Cynthia & Rick Hall
In honor of Harrison Taylor

Catherine G. Henson
In honor of the Curlet Family

Connie & Erik Lindenauer
In honor of Georgia & Mark Lindenauer

Sheryl & Michael Markman
In honor of Ellison Betts Gostin

The Morris Sanint Family
In honor of David Lanai Morris Sanint & Simon Mateo Morris Sanint

Anne L. Pirrone
In honor of R. John Starzman

Amy Raskin & Joel Saferstein
In honor of Andy Saferstein and Nurse Elizabeth McDermott

Hollin Dwiggins & Clarke Thomason
In honor of Marie Wright

Liz & Tom Thompson
In honor of Ryan Thompson

Beth Siegel & Scott Weiner
In honor of our grandson Wes Weiner




Special Gifts

We are grateful for gifts dedicated
to specific purposes that support
the mission of The River School.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH FUND

In April, The River School received

a grant from The Green Family
Foundation to ensure equity and
access for children with hearing loss
from marginalized communities. The
$250,000 grant helped establish

the Community Outreach Fund to
provide intervention and support

for children from underserved
communities. The Fund will be used to
build capacity and expand the reach
of The River School and Potomac
River Clinic’s services in the region,
including increased clinical staff and
equipment, and providing access to
specialized services to children in
areas of the city that have historically

beenin need.

Early Intervention and Outreach
The Cedar Hill Foundation awarded a $35,000 grant to fund early intervention for

children with hearing loss, as well as to support our efforts to reach children in
marginalized and underserved areas of the region.

John K. Niparko Endowment

The John K. Niparko Endowment was named in memory of founding board member
and world-class surgeon, researcher and scientist, John K. Niparko, MD, who died
in 2016. It was through his leadership and generosity in 2011 that our Endowment
Fund was established to strengthen our ability to ensure extraordinary teaching and
learning, and the capacity to pursue the school’s strategic goals. As of August 31,
2023, the Niparko Endowment totaled $3,211,002.

Andre & Priscilla Cheng
Angela Niparko

Jill Bailey Chenet Scholarship Fund

Named in memory of our beloved teacher and friend, Jill Bailey Chenet, who passed
away in 2012, this fund recognizes the dedication Jill had to her students, instilling
them with a sense of joy and wonder that was palpable in her classroom. The fund
total as of August 31, 2023 was $407,899.

River’s Future

In 2016, River parent and Board Trustee Rachel Moore Weller established the Future
Fund in remembrance of Harry R. Weller. Thanks to generous donations of more than
$2 million to this fund, River is pursuing a new campus at 4220 Nebraska Avenue,
NW, known as “Under Oak”. Since 2022, other donors have joined the effort to secure
River’s future.
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Disco Ball for Scholarship

On February 11, 2023 The River School held Disco Ball for

Scholarship. Families came together, led by Co-chairs Ashely

Bronczek, Shannon Green and Shannon Taylor, to celebrate

our community and raise $346,744 for the Scholarship Fund.

Being able to assist families so that their children can benefit

from our innovative, research-based curriculum, adds depth

and diversity to our community, enriching the experience

of every child. Heartfelt gratitude goes to the Co-chairs,

parents, alumni parents, grandparents, faculty and staff, and

area businesses for their contributions to this immensely

successful fundraising event.

Corporate Support
TITLE SPONSOR
Dream Finders Homes

LIVE AUCTION

Embrace Home Loans - Mehdi Pirzadeh

Industrious Realty

SILENT AUCTION
Allen & Rocks and Rocks Engineering
CecchiHomes
Foxhall OB/GYN Associates -
Dr. Shannon Green
McHale Landscape Design, Inc.
Potomac Valley Builders
Taylor Law

TUITION RAFFLE

Christopher Boutlier

Chevy Chase Pediatric Dentistry

Florida Coastline Construction

GTMARCHITECTS

iPath Yoga

JM Zell Partners, LTD

NFP Golden & Cohen

North 40 Enterprises LLC

RBC Wealth Management

Rising Phoenix Properties LLC

Siva Selvan - Long & Foster

Smile Valley Pediatric Dentistry -
Dr. Roya Pilcher

Susan Hand - COMPASS

Town & Country Pools

The River School

ADVERTISERS

Ann Hand

Capital Energy

Capitol Document Solutions
Capitol Breathe Free Sinus & Allergy Centers
Compass - Wydler Brothers
Compass Group - Eric Fafoglia
Cropp Metcalfe

Dana Rice Group of Compass
Georgetown Events

Jodi Macklin Interior Design

Little Ivies

Saratoga Heyl Insurance Services
Spring Valley Pediatrics

Family Sponsorships
PLATINUM

Asha Sharma Anthony & Guy Anthony
Ashley & Matt Bronczek

Caroline Nolan & Jonathan Carpenter
Manu Gayatrinath & Anthony Cruz
Erin & Ali Fardshisheh

Hallie Henderson & Erich Fischer
Shannon & Michael Green

Johanna & Ryan Greene

Nancy Herman & Dawn Halfaker
Carrie Touchette Hoernig & Otto Hoernig
Katie & Valdis Lenss

Jackie & Armani Mahoozi

Khosi & Patrick Mathias

Daniella & Charles Munzig

Katie & Mehdi Pirzadeh

Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon

Randi & Jason Rosenberg

Olivia & Will Suter

Michelle Chen & Ben Weiner

GOLD

Evan Ryan & Antony Blinken
Catherine & Alex Curlet

Ankita Ritwik & Sachin Desai
Miranda & Eric Gaier

MeMe McNairy-Glenn & Dylan Glenn
Julianna Goldman & Michael Gottlieb
Eileen & Jim Green

Jenny Riegel & Terrance Green

Ritu & Ro Khanna

Dana & Michael Rocks

Amy Raskin & Joel Saferstein
Meredith & Jess Sharp

Shannon & Andy Taylor

Katrina Kosec & Fabian Valencia

SILVER

Cidalia Luis-Akbar & Masud Akbar
Lauren Burgess & Rand Brothers
Nadine & Billy DiMonte

Sally & Mark Ein

Sondra Fein & Gregory Epstein

R. Alexandra Halsema & Drew Evans
Louisa Imperiale

Moona & Yama Jewayni

Justine & Sean Laughlin

Jaynie & Stephen Lilley

Marliss & Brian McManus

Courtney & Noah Raizman

Gretchen Randolph & Stacey O’Hara
Rachel & Aryeh Selekman

Raya Treiser



BRONZE

Anthony & Richa Allen

Elizabeth & Dave Brooks

Adriana & Preston Brown

Charlie & Shane Crowley

Allana & Evan D’Amico

Kelly & Evan Goldberg

Regina & Kevin Harris

Aileen Chang & Harry Hsing
Margot & Lewis Lamb

Laura Sanint & Mateo Morris

Dixie & John Noonan

Amanda DiSanto & Steven Pappas
Sarah Halpert & Greg Peterson
Nisha & Vish Sankaran

Jessica & Neil Sitron

Noemi Garcia Montes & Rafael Matas Trillo
Kristen Young & Julien Vilquin
Leigh McCue-Weil & Charlie Weil
Caroline & Dejanco Zdravkov

TEACHER SPONSORS,
UNDERWRITERS & DONORS

Cidalia Luis-Akbar & Masud Akbar
Asha Sharma Anthony & Guy Anthony
Kim Moon & Jonathan Baker
Rosalind Herendeen & Greg Berlin
Evan Ryan & Antony Blinken

Ashley & Matt Bronczek

Lauren Burgess & Rand Brothers
Chinwe Owunna & John Chukwumah
Manu Gayatrinath & Anthony Cruz
Catherine & Alex Curlet

Ankita Ritwik & Sachin Desai
Nadine & Billy DiMonte

Sally & Mark Ein

Sondra Fein & Gregory Epstein

R. Alexandra & Drew Evans

Hallie Henderson & Erich Fischer
Freed Photography

Miranda & Eric Gaier

MeMe McNairy-Glenn & Dylan Glenn
Isley & Kieran Gostin

Julianna Goldman & Michael Gottlieb
Eileen & Jim Green

Shannon & Michael Green

Jenny Riegel & Terrance Green
Johanna & Ryan Greene

Nancy Herman & Dawn Halfaker
Aileen Chang & Harry Hsing
Louisa Imperiale

Eddie Cohen & Nathan Imperiale
Moona & Yama Jewayni

Ritu & Ro Khanna

Dr. Jeffrey Kim & Soo Kim

Justine & Sean Laughlin

Katie & Valdis Lenss

Sarah Akram & Christopher LeRoy
Jaynie & Stephen Lilley

Dyala & Barry Madani

Jackie & Armani Mahoozi

Khosi & Patrick Mathias

Marliss & Brian McManus
Ameerah Abdullah & Jack Miles
Daniella & Charles Munzig

Dixie & John Noonan

Courtney & Noah Raizman
Gretchen Randolph & Stacey O’Hara
Gabriela de Quinonez

Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon

Emily & Jeff Ratner

Randi & Jason Rosenberg

Amy Raskin & Joel Saferstein
Nisha & Vish Sankaran

Marianne Seddio

Rachel & Aryeh Selekman
Meredith & Jess Sharp

Olivia & Will Suter

Shannon & Andy Taylor

Naomi Sullivan & Jacob Thompson
Raya Treiser

Noemi Garcia Montes & Rafael Matas Trillo

J. Cory Tull

Katrina Kosec & Fabian Valencia

Yue Zhang & Shihua Wei

Michelle Chen & Ben Weiner

Beth Siegel & Scott Weiner

May Gardner Wilson & Charlie Wilson
Christy & Danny Windon

Kristen Young & Julien Vilquin

FUND-A-SCHOLAR DONORS
Danielle & Phil Addington

Tracy & Tyrone Armstrong
Ashley & Matt Bronczek

Allana & Evan D’Amico

Liz & Christian Davis

Eunice & Chris Dove

Erin & Ali Fardshisheh

Ellen Feingold & Alexander Dewar
Miranda & Eric Gaier

Kelly & Evan Goldberg

Julianna & Michael Gottlieb
Jenny & Terrance Green

Shannon & Mike Green

Johanna & Ryan Greene

Dawn Halfaker

Regina & Kevin Harris

Rebecca Houston

Nicole Hutchinson

Leigh Ann Caldwell & Greg Jaczko
Katie & Valdis Lenss

Jaynie & Stephen Lilley

Chris Lopez

Elizabeth McDermott

Kara & Chris McGuinn

Nancy Mellon

Noemi Garcia Montes & Rafael Matas Trillo
Daniella & Charlie Munzig

Dixie & John Noonan

Meredith & Paul Ouellette
Emmie Robinson Parr & Tim Parr
Courtney & Noah Raizman

Julia & James Reid

Nicolle & Benjamin Rippeon
Tisha & Marc Schestopol

Lauren & Michael Sion

Shannon & Andy Taylor

Leigh McCue-Weil & Charlie Weil
Jen Lynch & Derek Weitzel
Christiane Connors & Brian White
May & Charlie Wilson

Caroline & Dejan Zdravkov

Impact Report 2022-2023
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CORPORATE
SPONSORS

Cropp Metcalfe

Saratoga Heyl Insurance
Services

TootToot Pictures

United Bank

EVENT SPONSOR
Brochu Family

WALK SPONSOR
Munzig Family

PICNIC SPONSORS
Fardshisheh Family
Gottlieb Family
Hoernig Family
0’Kane Family
Rosenberg Family
Saferstein Family
Sharp Family

ACTIVITIES
SPONSORS

Davis Family

Chenet Family
Greene Family
Halfaker Family
Khanna Family

FAMILY SPONSORS

Ahmed / Fromstein
Family

Alemu Family

Allow Family

Allen Family

Brothers Family

Davidson Family

Feingold Dewar Family

DiMonte Family

Epstein Family

Gaier Family

Goldberg Family

Jill Bailey

Chenet’s RiverWalk

Jill Bailey Chenet’s RiverWalk raised $20,695 in support of The Jill Bailey

Chenet Scholarship Fund. This fund was established in 2012 in memory of

beloved second grade teacher and friend Jill Bailey Chenet. Jill, known to

her friends and family as “Tootie,” spent many hours tutoring children in

reading after school.

Her passion was to work with young children, teaching them to be strong

readers. RiverWalk proceeds are dedicated to Tootie Time Tutoring for River

Schoolers and the Jill Bailey Chenet Endowed Scholarship Fund.

Green Family
Green Family

Miles Family
Monash Family

Halpert-Peterson Family Morris Sanint Family

Harris Family Pirzadeh Family
Hsing Family Raizman Family
Huray Family Ratner Family
Imperiale Family Rogers Family
Kane Family Schestopol Family
Klee Stang Family Selekman Family
Kvandal Family Sion Family

Le Family Sitron Family
Lenss Family Team Leo

Leong Sullivan Family
Mahoozi Family
Matas-Garcia Family

Treiser Family

Valencia Family
Vilquin Family
Wright Family

DONORS
Tracy & Tyrone Armstrong |
Katie Atkinson
Randy & Roxana Coon
Brice Rhee

& Hand Durand
Isley & Kieran Gostin
Leigh Ann Caldwell

& GregJaczko
Justine Lau

& Sean Laughlin
Nicolle

& Benjamin Rippeon
LaNola Stone
Becky & Joe Warischalk
May & Charlie Wilson

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy
of The River School’s 2022-2023 Impact Report for
gifts received September 1, 2022-August 31, 2023.
Contact the Development Office at 202-337.3554 or
development@riverschool.net with any questions
about this report or for information about giving to
The River School.

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY: The River School does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious
affiliation, gender, ethnic or national origin in the
administration of its admission, financial aid and
other school-administered programs.
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Connecting

Strong connections with our alumni

are a core value of our community.

By maintaining engagement with them,
we can celebrate their adventures

and accomplishments, provide
opportunities as interns and summer
camp counselors, and offer guidance
when needed. Listening to their
experiences and perspectives on the
world is enlightening and reinforces the
importance of our mission.

RiverWalk
This year’s turnout for the Alumni

Reunion Breakfast was great. Teachers
and administrators enjoyed the chance
to catch up with former River students
and learn about their adventures and

achievements.

Alumni Reunion:

Bowling at Pinstripes

After a hiatus, we resumed hosting

an alumni reunion bowling party at
Pinstripes in Georgetown. Attendance
was higher than ever, with former
students and their parents representing
many years at River dating back to 2007!

Falcon 2014 Reunion Dinner
Each year River hosts a dinner for our
former Falcon class who are graduating
from high school. To recognize this
milestone we invited the Class of 2014
back to River to share their plans and
hopes for the future and to reminisce.

A SENIOR CLASS PROJECT

In spring 2023, River alumnus and Maret School graduating
senior, Lilou Culhane (Falcon class 2014), contacted River
regarding an idea for her senior class project. Her goal was to
create a short film about River that answered the question:
What makes The River School such a unique educational
experience? Her proposal stated, “the film will present the
revolutionary ideas and experiences that River provides to
its students and why it is truly an exceptional place for early

education. We want to highlight the connectedness and bonds
formed between students with and without hearing loss, and
how the diverse community is a point of pride for River.” Armed
with a list of questions and a small video camera, Lilou spent
an entire week interviewing faculty and staff, and immersing
herself in each classroom — including Art, Science, Gym, and
Yoga classes — taking photos and capturing footage which
resulted in a three minute video showcasing the joyfulness of
River. (Oh, and we’re pretty sure she got an Al).
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